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Main Idea 
 
Jesus Christ is the gravitational epicentre of the Christian walk of faith. Christians can find all 
that they need in him. There are other things that often can distract us. They seem like 
wisdom. They promise the same thing that Jesus does (treasure) but offer an easier route. 
But, as Paul says, if they are not Christ, they are not Christianity. Jesus is both the cosmic king 
of the universe and the one who was executed on a pagan cross. He is the only one in whom 
we can find all the fullness that we desire. To not set your eyes on him is to miss the point 
altogether.  
 
Therefore, we need to see him as he really is: the cosmic king and the suffering servant—the 
firstborn of all creation, the one with the body of flesh that died on the cross, the one who 
encourages us, the one who knits us together in love, the one who gives us full assurance, 
and the one in whom we find the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He is the one who 
helps us resist the temptations and indulgences of the flesh. He is the one who gives us a new 
identity, and helps us remove the old self. His very existence changes the way that we interact 
and treat one another. Seeing Jesus as he really is, is the greatest blessing that we could hope 
for. We are called to behold the countenance of Jesus Christ; the Great King who willingly 
died on an enemies cross to reconcile his enemies to the Father. 
 
The hope for this series: 
 
The hope that we have in walking LCC through Paul’s letter to the Colossians is that you might 
be enabled to see Jesus as he really is; being theologically and practically equipped to keep 
their eyes on him.  
 
We want to have lots of practical application throughout the series, such as gaining hope in 
Christ, hope in the glories of heaven, loving one another, defending the faith against apparent 
wisdom, walking in obedience, mortifying sin, how to treat one another, praying for God’s 
kingdom to grow, and much more. 
 
We also want to dive into some of the more complex nuances of theology, such as the deity 
of Jesus, the nature of the atonement, the rule and reign of Christ, eschatology, and more.   
 
Key Themes 
 

• Christ. First and foremost, Jesus Christ is the central theme of this letter. Paul delivers 
a very comprehensive argument about who Jesus Christ really is and his role in 
salvation history. His Christology is like the central hub of the letter, and the other key 
themes (below) are like spokes of a wheel that goes out from it. 

• Powers and Authorities. There is an evil enemy and evil beings who desire to rule over 
us and have authority over us. Paul speaks to the Colossians about how Jesus was the 
one through whom all things (even things that are invisible, things in heaven, 
dominions, rulers, and authorities) were created (1:16), that he is the head of all rule 
and authority (2:10), and that he disarmed the rulers and authorities (2:15). The peace 
of Christ should then rule in our hearts (3:15). 



• The Church. We see in this letter a number of allusions to the nature of the church: 
Christ is the head of the body—the church (1:18). Jesus is the Head, and the whole 
body grows from growth from God; nourished and knit together through its joints and 
ligaments (2:19). The church is a praying and loving community that is both local and 
broad.  

• Heaven. Paul points us towards the future that awaits us in heaven. This is to give us 
hope in the present reality of what is to come.  

• The Gospel. Paul calls his readers to remember the gospel that they once heard and 
not to abandon it for the plausible arguments, visions, ascetism, and the worship of 
angels that their opponents are placing before them as the more legitimate religious 
experience.  

• The Christian Life. Paul’s dispute with these people who are puffed up really centres 
around the Christian life. They are judging the Colossian church for not abstaining from 
the world. They think they have found a more superior way to Christ to stop the 
indulgence of the flesh. But Paul consistently point the Colossians to Jesus and setting 
their eyes on him as the only means for having victory over those things.  

 
What the letter is dealing with.  
 
It is difficult to reconstruct the main purpose of the letter. In the ancient world, letters were 
written between two parties and sent long distances. Having only this letter means that we 
only have one side of the conversation. In the letter, Paul seems to be confronting the issue 
of false-teaching. We get this from the fact that he warns the Colossians to not be deluded by 
‘plausible arguments’ (2:4), nor taken captive by philosophy and empty deceit, which had 
human tradition and the elemental spirits of this world as its foundation (2:8).  
 
Apparently, there were some who were disqualifying the Colossian church. These insisted on 
asceticism and worship of angels. They went on in detail about visions, and were puffed up 
without reason by their sensuous minds (2:18). It seems as though these people stood in 
judgment against the Colossians; thinking themselves to have surpassed the cross in terms of 
piety and self-discipline. They prided themselves on their abstinence from the things of this 
world, and their man-made regulations of not touching, eating, or drinking (2:20-23). 
 
While it is hard to know exactly what the central thesis of this false teaching is, it seems to be 
a mish-mash of a bunch of different religions, such as local folklore and legend, local folk 
Judaism, Jewish mysticism, and Christianity.  
 
So Paul offers his best defence; a strong offence. Paul straight away points to Christ as the 
gravitational epicentre of Christianity; he reminds them of the gospel that they were taught 
and believed. Fundamental to this is who Jesus really is on both the grand cosmic scale of 
eternity and the very vivid cross on which he bled and died. He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation, and he also has a body of flesh that was put to death on a 
cross. It is only through these two realities that God could reconcile an alienated and hostile 
people back to himself.  
 
Paul goes on to explain that because we were made alive in Christ, we should walk in him; 
not letting anyone pass judgment or disqualify us. Further, the reality of who Christ is, what 



he has accomplished on the cross, and the fact that he now sits at the right hand of God are 
earth-shattering. We are to look to him, put to death what is earthly in us and put on love 
instead. We should do everything for his glory, namely love one another—a love that extends 
even into the privacy of our own households. Paul then finishes the letter with some personal 
business that is encouraging to us about the love that he has for the saints.  
 
Info about the Letter: 
 
Author:  
We believe that the letter was written by Paul, however it now stands outside of the ‘critical-
canon’ of Paul, i.e., it is disputed if he actually wrote it. This is a fairly recent view though, 
going only as far back as the 19th century. The church had until that point unanimously agreed 
that it was Paul, and only in recent years has this been brought under scrutiny. Here are some 
of the arguments: 
 

1. Some claim that the letter contains ‘too few’ of the typical Pauline themes such as 
grace, law, justification, the Spirit, etc. These are mentioned however throughout the 
letter and we can’t expect Paul is delve too deeply into all areas in such a short letter.  

2. Others claim that the letter contains too many themes that are foreign to other letters 
of Paul, such as a highly developed understanding of the cosmic-Christ and an 
eschatology that replaces the future bodily resurrection with a ‘past’ bodily 
resurrection. It also features the apparent ‘squeezing out’ of the typically Pauline 
temporal understanding of eschatology (“already but not yet”) with a more spatial 
understanding of eschatology (“above and below”). However, considering that 
perhaps three to ten years had passed since most of the letters that are universally 
attributed to Paul were written, it is very possible that the views of Paul in Colossians 
were the result of further development in his mind. It also needs to be remembered 
that this is an occasional letter, i.e., it has specialized themes that pertained especially 
to the Colossian church—their circumstances and the issues they faced. Paul included 
these new thoughts because they were important for the Colossian Church to hear. 

3. Some claim that the letter is pseudepigraphical, i.e., it was written by someone 
claiming to Paul and using his authority to speak to the church. It could be that this 
was a typical writing style, especially for a student of Paul to write on his behalf—
especially if he was dead by now—to say what Paul would’ve said, and that his readers 
would’ve understood it. But the early church fathers believed it to be an authentic 
letter by Paul, so this is doubtful. It could be then that the writer then was trying to 
deceive his audience, but this is unlikely, due to the highly personal nature of the last 
chapter, and the fact that the letter highlights the importance of truthfulness and 
condemns lying.  

 
The letter, then, was undoubtedly written by Paul. 
 
Audience:  
The letter was written to the Church in Colossae, however Paul instructs the church to pass it 
on to the Church in Laodicea when they were done with it (4:16) as well as read his (now lost) 
letter to that church too. Colossae had been and economically thriving city, situated at the 
cross-roads of two major highways, one running north to south and the other running east to 



west. But the north/south road ended up being diverted to the west to run through Laodicea 
(twelve miles to the west), which put a dint in the Colossian economy. By Paul’s day it was 
still in existence, but it no longer held the importance that it used to. It was ethnically and 
spiritually very diverse, but a large number of Jews had settled there over the years.  
 
Date and Provenance: 
While it’s quite difficult to determine the date, the general consensus is that it was written 
somewhere in the 60’s.  
 
Occasion 
It seems as though a guy named Epaphras became a convert of Paul’s while Paul was in 
Ephesus around three years earlier. It’s likely that Epaphras then went to Colossae and 
founded the church there. Then while Paul was in prison in Ephesus, Epaphras went and 
visited him to enlist the apostle’s help in dealing with a dangerous yet slippery variation of 
the Christian gospel that had arisen in the community (Moo, 2008).  
 
Apparently, Epaphras was then thrown into prison too (Philemon 23), and so Paul sent 
Tychicus with a letter to the Colossian church, reminding them about who Jesus really is and 
the gospel they originally heard, and urged them to not stray from that faith, but to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord Jesus. This is the letter that we have now. 
 
Other interesting things: 

4. ‘Christ’ occurs 25 times. There is a reference to Jesus on every paragraph in Colossians.  
5. The letter was meant to be forwarded to the church in Laodicea, as was the letter that 

was sent to the Laodiceans (which is lost) meant to be forwarded to this church. 
6. The book of Acts doesn’t give us much (if any) information about this church. In fact, 

it never even mentions the city of Colossae.  
7. Paul probably wrote Colossians very closely to when he wrote Ephesians and 

Philemon. We believe this to be the case for a handful of reasons: 
o Ephesus and Colossae were only 120 miles apart.  
o Paul’s letters to the churches in Ephesus and Colossae was entrusted to and 

delivered by the same person, Tychicus.  
o Onesimus, who is identified as someone who is part of the church (4:9), is also 

Philemon’s servant.  
o The list of people that Paul mentioned and greeted in Colossians 4:10-14 

(Aristarchus, Mark, Jesus who is called Justus, Epaphras, Luke, and Demas), is 
almost identical to those mentioned in Philemon, with the exception of the 
Jesus/Justus guy.  

o There are very similar themes in both Colossians and Ephesians, and similarly 
developed themes in both letters too.  

 
 
 
 
 



Simple Breakdown 
 
#1 Col 1:1-2 An Apostle of Christ. Paul writes a letter to church in Colossae as an 

Apostle of Jesus Christ.  
 
#2 Col 1:3-8 The Hope of Christ. The gospel causes us to hope in the glory of Jesus 

Christ that awaits us in heaven. 
 
#3 Col 1:9-14 Walking in Christ. We are called to walk in a manner that is worthy of 

the Lord because Jesus has transferred us from darkness to life. 
 
#4 Col 1:15-20 Christ: The Image of God. Jesus is the very image of God, which means 

he has the authority and the power to reconcile all things to God. 
 
#5 Col 1:21-23 Christ: The Body of Flesh. Jesus chose to reconcile people who were 

alienated, hostile to God, and who did evil things with the purpose of 
presenting them holy, blameless and above reproach before him. 

 
#6 Col 1:24-29 Christ in You the Hope of Glory. The great climax of salvation history 

and the mystery that was hidden for centuries is that God now resides 
in us—Christ in you the hope of glory. 

 
#7 Col 2:1-5 The Treasures and Riches of Christ. Jesus encourages us and knits us 

together in love so that we can reach all the riches of full assurance and 
the knowledge of Christ. 

 
#8 Col 2:6-15 Alive with Christ. God made us alive with Christ through the 

forgiveness of our sins, and so enables us to walk in him; rooted, built 
up, established and abounding in thanksgiving. 

 
#9 Col 2:16—3:4 The Rule of Christ over sin. We should look to Jesus who rules over all 

things in order to resist the indulgence of the flesh. 
 
#10 Col 3:5-17 The Rule of Christ over our hearts. We are called to mortify that which 

is earthly and resemblant of our past, and put on the clothing of the 
glory of Jesus Christ. 

 
#11 Col 3:18—4:1 The Rule of Christ over the household. Knowing who Jesus is causes us 

to treat the people around us with the same love that Christ treats us. 
 
#12 Col 4:2-18 Declaring the Mystery of Christ. We ought to be in prayer that God 

would everywhere open doors for the word so that the mystery of 
Christ can be declared to all people.  

 
 
 


