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WELCOME TO GOSPEL PARTNERSHIP

Future Partner of LCC, 
We are grateful that you would join us to 
learn about Gospel Partnership at LCC. 
This class will present many of the core 
convictions, values and practices of our 
church. Through this class we will explore 
what it means for you as a potential Gospel 
Partner. Our hope is for your mind to be 
informed, your heart encouraged and your 
hands preparedto partner in gospel mission.
We pray this class would serve to point 
you towards Jesus. Our mission is to make 
disciples of him, not LCC. This way wherever 
you go and whatever you do, you do as a part 
of God’s mission. With that said God’s means 
for accomplishing his mission is through the 
local church. We pray this class would be 
an opportunity for you to consider how you 
might live in partnership with LCC as you 
live in light of the good news of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

Kyllum and Karly Lewis
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3 I thank my God in all my remembrance 
of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, 
5 because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 
6 And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about 
you all, because I hold you in my heart, 
for you are all partakers with me of 
grace, both in my imprisonment and 
in the defence and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how 
I yearn for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that 
your love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all discernment, 
10 so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 

Philippians 1:3-11
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I. 
GOD’S NEWS

II.
GOD’S COMMUNITY

III.
GOD’S MISSION

IV.
GOD’S PARTNERS



Multiplication 

G O S P E L  P A R T N E R S H I P

L I F E  C E N T R E  C H U R C H

THE PARADIGM
As a church we adhere to a simple yet rich paradigm: Table Pulpit Square.

PULPIT – GOD’S NEWS
Reflective of the larger gathering of the church. 

Emphasis: We gather as God’s people in corporate worship to hear from the triune God in 
and through his word and to respond to him in adoration, repentance and faith.

Orientation: Upward
“God is the target of worship. 

Not insiders; not outsiders. God.”
- Joe Thorn

THIS INVOLVES:

> PLEASING GOD – We gather to worship God in a way that he prescribes and is pleased 
(Deut 6:13; Heb 10:25). 

> REVEALING GOD – We gather together to marvel. It is an awe-filled response to the 
revelation of God. The gospel will therefore both edify to believers and draw non-believers 
to Christ

> EXPERIENCING GOD – We gather to grow a deep and true sense of God’s person and 
truth is not only intellectual but also experiential. Not only are minds informed but hearts 
are moved. 
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AT LCC WE FOCUS ON THREE ESSENTIALS AT OUR GATHERING.

WORD (Col 3:16; Eph 2:20) – We gather to hear from God through His word.
SACRAMENT (Luke 22:19) – We gather to respond in repentance and faith acted through the 
means of communion.
PRAISE (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16) – We gather to respond in adoration of God’s goodness, 
graciousness and glory.

TABLE - 

GOD’S COMMUNITY

Reflective of smaller gatherings. 
EMPHASIS: As God’s people, we gather to encourage one another in the gospel and equip 
each other to scatter on mission.
ORIENTATION: Inward
THIS INVOLVES:
> EATING – We gather together to eat and celebrate.
> SHARING – We gather together to develop deep relationships of trust and encouragement.
> CARING – We move towards each other in love and friendship bearing one another’s 
burdens and bringing the good news.What is unique about this space is that it is where we 
love;  this is where friendships go deeper, where we really edify, encourage, challenge and 
admonish one another in love. 

SQUARE – GOD’S MISSION

Reflective of the church in the culture—the public square.
Emphasis: As God’s people, we are scattered for mission in culture.
Orientation: Outward

THIS INVOLVES:
> PARTICIPATION – Living, playing, working in the culture. Talking, investing, listening, 
friendship and inviting.
> RESTORATION – Works of mercy, love and care.
> MULTIPLICATION – Church planting and revitalization.
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SCRIPTURE AS SPEAKING
SCRIPTURE AS AUTHORITATIVE

SCRIPTURE AS LIFE
SCRIPTURE AS GOSPEL

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. 
- 2 Timothy 3:16-17

SCRIPTURE AS SPEAKING
Scripture speaks to us. It is how God has revealed himself and how he has made himself 
known. Theologians have long made a distinction between general revelation and special 
revelation.

GENERAL REVELATION
Essentially refers to “the knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law…through 
observing nature, through seeing God’s directing influence in history, and through an inner 
sense of God’s existence and his laws that he has placed inside every person.”

SPECIAL REVELATION
Essentially refers to “God’s words addressed to specific people, such as the words of the 
Bible, the words of the Old Testament prophets and New Testament apostles, and the words 
of God spoken in personal address, such as at Mount Sinai or at the baptism of Jesus.“
Scripture is God’s word to us about himself. It is God’s special revelation of himself. While 
general revelation is necessary it is limited. It does not reveal everything we need to know 
about God or ourselves. Through general revelation we are able to know God has created 
and something is wrong with his creation. We may conclude that something is wrong in the 
world, even within ourselves, and that we are in need of God to fix what is wrong. We do not 
however know how he does that. 
General revelation is necessary for knowing God exists; Special revelation is necessary for 
knowing God. General revelation reveals God is powerful; special revelation reveals God is 
personal. General revelation reveals something is wrong; special revelation reveals how it is 
made right. 

WayneGrudem
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“A virtuous man may be ignorant, 
but ignorance is not a virtue. It 
would be a strange God Who could 
be loved better by being known 
less. Love of God is not the same 
thing as knowledge of God; love 
of God is immeasurably more 
important than knowledge of God; 
but if a man loves God knowing 
a little about Him, he should love 
God more from knowing more 
about Him: for every new thing 
known about God is a new reason 
for loving Him.”

- Frank Sheed
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SCRIPTURE AS AUTHORITY
As the Bible contains the very words of God it is therefore authoritative in all that it says. 
It does not speak to everything but to what it does speak it is to be held as the highest 
authority of all knowledge, faith and obedience. Where it speaks clearly we seek to obey 
wholeheartedly. Where scripture does not speak clearly we seek godly wisdom and insight 
and make prayerful decisions living by the principles of the clear teachings of scripture.
The clear instruction informs the unclear!

FOUR TYPES OF THEOLOGY 

1. DEFINITE THEOLOGY – Has Implications for all of life. This theology if believed leads to life 
and godliness. Eternity is secure. Experience is consistent.
Response: We wholeheartedly celebrate the truth.
Includes: Deity of Christ; Death, Burial & Resurrection of Christ; Triune God

2. DEBATABLE THEOLOGY – Has Intellectual Implications. This theology if believed may or 
may not lead to life and godliness. Eternity is secure; experience may vary.
Response: We tenderly and humbly agree to disagree.
Includes: Spiritual gifts, Modes of baptism, Communion, Worship styles

3. DANGEROUS THEOLOGY – Has harmful experiential implications. This theology if believed 
won’t lead to true life and godliness. Eternity may not be secure and experience will be 
inconsistent.
Response: With firm encouragement, we warn in love. 
Includes:  Sinless Perfectionism  

4. DAMNING THEOLOGY – Has eternal implications. This theology if believed will lead to 
death. It is more than harmful it is heretical. (Titus 1:9-16)
Response: We rebuke and call to repentance
Includes: Prosperity, Health and Wealth Theology, Unitarianism, Modalism
There are some who struggle with the sufficiency of scripture; often relying solely on inner 
thoughts and compulsions, a “prophetic word” as delivered by others, or by looking for signs.

But Paul teaches us that,

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Therefore, in scripture alone are we to search for God’s words to us. God in his providence 
decided that all he has spoken to us through scripture is enough for our salvation and to live 
life for God. 
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SCRIPTURE AS LIFE
Scripture is most profitable and pleasurable to our soul. We need God’s word for as the 
writer of Proverbs notes, ‘they are life to those who find them’.
- Tim Challies

Because the Bible is God speaking it is powerful and brings life. In Genesis 1 we see God 
speaking all things into existence. In Romans we see that God’s Word, in particular the 
gospel brings spiritual life (Rom. 1:16; 10:14-17). Hebrews 4:12 says that God’s word is ‘living 
and active’.  

Psalm 19 teaches that the scriptures… 

1. Makes us Alive: 7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul
The Bible brings about internal revival, and this revival is a coming alive, a conversion, of the 
whole person, God’s unblemished Word stirs the dead soul to awaken it to eternal life. 

2. Helps us be Wise: 7 The testimony of the Lord is sure, making the wise simple
In the Bible, God tells us who he is and what he requires of us. This knowledge is sure and 
right and as we encounter it and believe it, it makes us wise

3. Give us Joy: 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart
The Bible gives us precepts – rules for our behaviour, and guidelines for our lives. When we 
live in these ways, we live lives of joy; freed from our sin and free to honour and obey God. 

4. Gives us Clarity: 8 The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
The commands of God are not burdensome but allow us to see the world with clarity and to 
both please and honour God. 

5. Helps us to be Pure: 9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever
God’s pure Word clean us up, forever changing our thoughts, our attitudes, and our 
behaviours, so we can live joyfully before our God.

6. Helps us to be Godly: 9 The rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether.
By reading the Bible, we can understand how and why God judges, and we can now live 
according to his standard – we can conform our lives to his desires. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and 
drippings of the honeycomb’.

- Ps 19:10
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SCRIPTURE AS GOSPEL
At the absolute epicentre of scripture lies the gospel. Not only can we find the gospel 
throughout all of scripture, but also the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus forms the 
centrepiece of the whole narrative. The entire Old Testament points to Jesus, and the New 
Testament flows from Jesus. In Jesus, all the promises of God find their yes (2Cor 1:20). 

The gospel, then, forms the foundation for our gathering, our community, and our mission.

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, 
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

- Titus 3:3-7

THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOSPEL

GOSPEL AS NEWS
The gospel simply means good news. For Christian’s, it is good news of what God has 
graciously accomplished for sinners through the sinless life, sacrificial death, and bodily 
resurrection of his Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

>The Gospel is Proclamational – News that is primarily preached, heralded and 
announced. (Luke 24:45-47; 2Cor 4:1-6; Gal 1:6-10; 2Tim 1:10-11; Titus 1:1-3; Rom 10:13-17)
> The Gospel is Historical – News that is factual. Real events, real people and places. Jesus 
is a not a metaphorical figure but historical. (1Cor 15:1-4; 1Cor 15:12-20; 1John 1:1-4)
 > The Gospel is Personal – It is one thing to believe Jesus existed, died on a cross, was 
buried and rose from the dead. It is another thing altogether to believe that Jesus died for 
‘me’; that he was raised to life for ‘me’, that he has forgiven ‘me’. In this sense the gospel is 
personal news. One essence of Christianity is personal pronouns. (John 4:7-42; Mark 5:24-
34; John 5:1-15)
> The Gospel is Universal – It is good news of God’s redemptive interaction throughout all 
of history. It is salvation offered to all believers, past, present and future. (John 3:16; Heb 1:3)
> The Gospel is Continual – It is news that is proclaimed continually not occasionally (1 Cor. 
15:1). The human heart drifts away from faith and assurance into doubt and fear and the 
gospel s the remedy for a weary heart. (Gal 3:1-3; Col 1:6)
> The Gospel is Theological – It is good news because of its meaning. Without meaning the 
gospel is only historical news. With meaning it is ‘good’ news. Christ’s death and resurrection 
and the implications of such must be proclaimed for the gospel to be proclaimed (Eph 1:1-14) 
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> The Gospel is Central – The gospel is the central theme of the Bible. It is centred in Christ 
and is the foundation for the life of the church and the Christian. (Luke 24:25-27; 24:44-47; 
John 5:39; 1Cor 2:2)

> The Gospel is Powerful – The gospel is the power of God for salvation. It is news that the 
Holy Spirit uses to bring people from death to life. Christ is the means for justification (Rom 
1:16-17; 1 Cor 1:18)
  
> The Gospel is Grace (Full) – It is news that is received by grace alone, through faith 
alone in Christ alone. It is news of what Jesus has done for us not we must do for him. No 
ordinance, ritual, work, or any other activity on the part of man is required in order to be 
saved. (Eph 2:8; 2 Tim 1:8-9)

> The Gospel is Fruitful – True saving faith in the person and work of Jesus produces good 
fruit in the life of the believer. While good works do not earn salvation they do show evidence 
of it. The power of God’s Spirit through the gospel enables us to genuinely and joyfully do 
what is pleasing to God. This means we  grow progressively into the image of Christ as 
we become fruitful in both character and good deeds. The gospel is necessary for both 
justification and sanctification. (Col 1:21-23; Tit. 1:1-2; 2 Pet. 3:11-13).

The Gospel can be understood as…

> God, the sovereign creator of all things, is both holy and loving (1Pet 1:14-16; 1John 1:5, 
John 3:16; Rom 5:8; 1 John 4:7-8).

> Man, although created perfect and good, rebelled against God and is sinful in both nature 
and action (Gen 1:26-27; 2:15-17; 3:1-13; Rom 3:23; 5:12; 6:23).

> These two realities create a separation between God and man that is irreconcilable by 
anything we could do (1Pet 1:17-19; 2Cor 5:19, 21; 2Cor 5:2; 1Pet 3:18).

> Christ’s righteousness and payment is applied to us freely by trusting in Jesus’ work on 
our behalf (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Rom 10:9).

Through the person and work of Jesus we receive forgiveness from sin and complete 
justification before God. This gospel is the only hope of eternal life and also the foundation 
for our confidence in the ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom, and the consummation of his 
purpose for all creation in the new heavens and new earth. 
The gospel of grace never ceases to amaze believers! A holy righteous God loves rebellious 
sinners like us. It truly is amazing grace! 

“Educated Christians like me expect God’s grace to prefer those of greater ability, behaviour 
and education... God mocks my expectations” 

- Augustine, 354 – 430AD



M A N  W A S  M A D E
I N  H I S  I M A G E

E V E R Y T H I N G
W A S  G O O D

G O D  I S
T H E  C R E A T O R

M A N  W A S  M A D E
F O R  P E R F E C T  F E L L O W S H I P

ACT 2 - FALL

ACT 3 - REDEMPTION

ACT 4 - RESTORATION

G O D  S E N T  J E S U S  
A S  O U R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

J E S U S  L I V E D
A  P E R F E C T  L I F E

J E S U S  D I E D
A N D  R O S E  F R O M  D E A T H

W E  A R E  R E D E E M E D  Ł
T H R O U G H
C H R I S T‘ S  B I R T H,  D E A T H  & Ł
R E S U R R E C T I O N

J E S U S  W I L L  R E T U R N  A N D
R E I G N  F O R E V E R

G O D   W I L L  
B A N I S H  S I N  F O R E V E R

L I F E  &  R E L A T I O N S H I P S
W I L L  B E  A S  G O D
I N T E N D E D  F O R E V E R

M A N  W I L L  B E  I N
P E R F E C T  F E L L O W S H I P
W I T H  G O D  F O R E V E R

G O S P E L  P A R T N E R S H I P

L I F E  C E N T R E  C H U R C H

GOSPEL AS STORY
Another way to understand the gospel is as History – His Story. The gospel is God’s story of 
redemption as it unfolds throughout the Biblical narrative. As we understand God’s story we 
are able to make sense of our own story.

The gospel story can be broken in 4 main scenes: Creation,  Fall, Redemption, and 
Restoration.

ACT 1 - CREATION 
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GOSPEL AS CENTRAL
At LCC we believe that the gospel should be front and center of everything we do. Gospel-
centeredness means to view and live all of life in light of the gospel. The gospel is the centre 
of the Bible, and it ought to be the centre of our lives, homes, churches, ministries, songs, 
parenting, marriages, studies, hobbies, jobs and everything else in between.

“We believe the far-reaching grace of the gospel is the supreme resource for both believer 
and unbeliever. In other words the gospel is a home, not a hotel. It is not only a gateway into 
the Christian life, but the pathway of the Christian life.” 
-Dane Ortlund

Gospel-centeredness means that the person and work of Jesus is the central Message of 
all that is preached, sung and celebrated at LCC. Jesus gives us a new Model for our identity 
and activity in all of life and ministry. Jesus is our Motivation for our obedience and he is our 
Means to carry out all that God commands in the Christian life.

MESSAGE
Jesus is the central Message of everything that is preached, sung and celebrated. 
The gospel is news. It is a message. It is a proclamation of truth. Jesus is not a side note 
to the Christian faith: He is the Message, the Truth, and the Life. It is all about Jesus. The 
Church gathers to hear from God and about God in His Word. The Church gathers to sing 
songs about God and to God for who He is and what He has done. The Church is a celebratory 
people who rejoice over the goodness and graciousness of their Saviour who has liberated 
them forever.

MODEL
Jesus gives us a new model for our identity and our activity in all of life and ministry.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is where we find out who we are as people in Christ Jesus. The 
message not only informs how we, as citizens of the kingdom, are to live; it tells us who we 
truly are in Christ. The better we know Christ the better we know who we are in him. Our new 
activity will thereby come out of our new identity in Christ. 
We are not Jesus!!! He alone has been given a name at which every knee will bow (Phil 
2:9-11). However, we are in Him (Eph 1:1) and therefore have a new identity and foundation 
for living. Jesus is not merely a good moral teacher, but he is our victory. Because of his 
victorious work we are free to live out of a new freedom and identity in him. 

MOTIVATION
Jesus is our motivation in obedience to God’s Word. 
Jesus is the fuel for gospel-formed lives. In response to the person and work of Jesus, we 
seek to live for Him. Our great Lord and Saviour has made us His people and He continues 
to purify us for His glory and our good (Titus 2:13-14). While the gospel-message focuses on 
right thinking, gospel motivation focuses on right doing for right reasons. 
Jesus shapes what we do and why we do it. We no longer belong to ourselves, we belong 
to Jesus and we seek to please him (1Cor 9:24-27; 2Cor 5:9). His glorious grace motivates 
us away from sin, not simply to avoid punishment or pain, but also to enjoy and glory in God 
forever. We don’t worship the gospel. We find God in and through the gospel and worship 
the God of the gospel. The gospel motivates us to pursue holiness because we are free, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom (2Cor 3:17).
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MEANS
Jesus is the means to carry out all that God commands in the Christian life. 
The gospel not only ignites new motivations it also gives new means (Rom 16:25; 1Pet 5:10-
11). God uses the message of the gospel of grace to strengthen, empower and transform us. 
Our old self was crucified with Christ; sin no longer has dominion over us as He has brought 
us from death to life (Rom 6:6-14). We not only find our identity in him, it is he who now lives 
in us (Gal 2:20). If we are in Christ and Christ in us (Col 1:27), then the power for Christian 
living is within us. The Spirit regenerates and restores (John 3:1-8; Titus 3:3-7); the Spirit 
fills and empowers (Acts 1:8; 13:52; Rom 15:13; Eph 5:18); the Spirit gifts and sends us on 
mission and for good works which Christ prepared for us to do (Eph 2:10; 1Pet 4:10-11).
The gospel-centred life and church has Jesus as its message, its motivation, its model, and 
its means. All of this matters because the worship of Jesus is the goal of the gospel.
 

“To be gospel centred means the gospel and Jesus is our greatest hope and boast, our most 
passionate song and message. The gospel is what defines us, unites us, changes us and 
sends us.” 
- Joe Thorn
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OUR IDENTITY, OUR RHYTHMS, OUR CULTURE

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

- Ephesians 2:19-22

OUR IDENTITY
“We are a Spirit-led family of missionary servants learning to worship Jesus in all of life.”

The Gospel not only saves us ‘from’ sin, it also saves us ‘to’ a new identity (Eph 4:22-24; Col 
3:9-10). Jesus has given us a new identity, 
and at LCC, this means that we are:

FAMILY: We are children of God who live 
and care for each other as a family (Eph 
2:14–16; Rom 8:12–17).
MISSIONARIES: We are sent ones of God, 
joining him on his mission to restore all 
things to himself (Acts 1:8; John 20:21; 
Matt 24:14; Matt 28:16–20; 2Cor 5:20). 
SERVANTS: We are servants of God who 
serve God and others as a way of life (Jer 
29:7; Matt 20:28; Gal 5:13; 1Pet 4:10).
DISCIPLES: We are disciples of Jesus who 
take responsibility for our own growth and 
the growth of others (Mat 4:19; Eph 4:11–
16; 2Pet 3:14–18; 2Tim 1:13; 2Tim 3:16).
WORSHIPPERS: We are God’s image-
bearers, reflecting and bringing glory to 
him as a way of life (Eph 1:4–6; Rom 1:18–25, 11:33–12:2).
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OUR RHYTHMS
In light of this new identity in Christ we begin to live in new ways; new rhythms.
 
GATHER (IN): As a Family we gather regularly and corporately on the Lord’s Day in   
celebration of all God has done for us and continues to do in and through us as his people. 
GROW (UP): As Disciples we regularly spend time listening to God through his word, talking 
to God through prayer and discipling one another through Life Groups who are together on 
mission.
GO (OUT): As Missionaries we intentionally seek ways to love and serve our neighbour where 
we live, work and play in order to declare and display the gospel. 

GIVE (ALL): As Servants we find ways 
to generously, sacrificially and joyfully 
love God and neighbour through 
stewarding our time, talent and 
treasure in order to see the mission of 
God advance locally and globally. 
GLORY (FOR): As Worshippers we seek 
to bring glory and worship to God and 
show the world a life lived under His 
rule and reign as His kingdom people.

OUR CULTURE
Every church is different. Every church 
has different ways of expressing 
itself. Every church has a different 
“personality”, which allows each church 
to reach different people. Below are a 
few things that describe how we see 
ourselves as a church.

> GOSPEL CENTRED: We are all about the gospel of Jesus. We preach it; we sing about 
it; our kids learn about it. We make no excuses for this. The gospel is good news and is 
powerful. 
> BIBLICALLY BASED: We love the Bible. In it God is revealed and by it we are equipped for 
life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). Every year, our preaching focuses primarily on books of the 
Bible. A few topical series are also preached.
> COMMUNITY FOCUSSED: Through the gospel we go from being strangers to being God’s 
family. Therefore, we have a strong culture of family and community. We believe this is best 
expressed through Life Groups.
> MISSIONALLY DRIVEN: We are all about the mission of Jesus in the world. We seek to 
make disciples of him in and through everything we do every day.
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WHAT. WHERE. HOW. 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 
the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God. 

- Galatians 4:4-7

WHAT? 
TO MAKE, MATURE AND MULTIPLY DISCIPLES AND COMMUNITIES THAT DECLARE AND 

DISPLAY THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IN ALL OF LIFE.

The mission Jesus gave the church was to make disciples of all nations. This is our mission. 
We don’t believe the church gets to develop a new mission, rather we are to develop effective 
pathways in order to achieve the mission Jesus already established from the beginning as 
the head of the church (Eph 5:23; Col 1:18)

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

- Matthew 28:18-20

LCC is laser focused on making disciples. We intentionally keep church life simple in order to 
help keep us from drifting from the mission. 

The mission of the church is not to run services, or to organise events, or even social justice. 
The church is to be about:

> Making Disciples: Many people do not know Jesus, trust Jesus or follow Jesus. The 
church is to be about the mission of declaring the good news of Jesus and displaying what 
life looks like as one of his disciples. 

> Maturing Disciples: Many people need to continue to grow and mature in their 
understanding of the gospel and their relationship as a disciple of Jesus. 

> Multiplying Disciples: The fruit of making and maturing disciples is multiplication. 
Disciples make more disciples.
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WHERE?
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

- Acts 1:8

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth was just another way of saying 
EVERYWHERE. For us today, this is where we work, play, live, and worship. 

The people within these four contexts are the neighbours God has called us to love and reach 
with the gospel (Luk 10:25-37). In these spaces we are looking for our ‘person of peace’; i.e., 
those people who are receptive to the gospel. 

HOW?
The mission is clear and is for all. The question is how? In fact maybe it’s here that you begin 
to get nervous.  A simple way to understand how to disciple someone is to think of the what 
is already normal for you. 

Q: If you had to convince a complete stranger to love something you love, what would it be 
and how would you convince them (coffee, crossfit, kids, clothes, travelling, etc.)?

Q: How did you become interested in that particular thing?

Notice how simple discipleship is? We all do it. Now the question is, do we make disciples 
of Jesus? Consider the previous questions and reflect on what part RELATIONSHIP, 
EXPERIENCE and INFORMATION played in this process.

RELATIONSHIP – Discipleship is all about personal relationships. You can’t make a disciple 
of someone without a relationship to that person. We seek to build Spirit empowered 
relationships with people. 
EXPERIENCE – Discipleship includes experience. If you are discipling someone, they ought to 
be able to experience the impact of the gospel upon your life. These experiences testify to the 
power of the gospel. 
INFORMATION – Discipleship is all about the proclaimed gospel. The truth of who God is and 
what he has done is the foundation for learning who we are and how we are to be living. 
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SOME SIMPLE STEPS

Step one: IDENTIFY – Look for a few people from each context that could be people of peace. 
Who do you connect with? Who seems to be receptive relationally?

Step two: INTERCEDE – Commit to pray for them regularly. Put them into your prayer app or 
prayer list. Pray for them in your Life Groups. Pray for them, pray for them, pray for them. 

Step three: INVEST – Rhythm your life in such a way that you invest relationally. Encourage 
them regularly, ask them how they are doing. Follow up where needed. 

Step four: INVITE – Invite them to church, missional parties, or for coffee or the movies. 

INVITE PEOPLE INTO YOUR HOME AND YOUR WORLD. 
AND INVITE THEM TO FOLLOW JESUS AND TO 

BELIEVE THE GOSPEL.
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GOD’S WORKERS
 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

- Ephesians 2:10

PARTNERSHIP COMMITMENTS 
As a Gospel Partner of LCC, I will: 

Gather as a Family
> Regularly gather for corporate worship on Sundays.
> Actively pursue biblical community within LCC. 
> Be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit by using my words for grace and not gossip.

Grow as a Disciple
>Participate in the sacraments (baptism and communion) as a believer.
> Habitually spend time with God through reading scripture and prayer.
> Be involved with a Life Group and/or a specific LCC discipleship group.
> Follow the example of Christ in my personal holiness and seek to obey his instructions.

Go as a Missionary
> Be involved with the living out and sharing of the gospel both locally and globally with LCC. 
> Intentionally develop relationships with unchurched and unbelievers with the intention of     
  bringing the gospel to bear in their lives.
> Commit to praying for four people within my four contexts.
> Commit to inviting friends/family to LCC services and events.

Give as a Servant
> Contribute to serving the LCC family in practical ways with my gifts and skills. 
> Joyfully, sacrificially and generously give financially to support 
     the mission of LCC (a tithe = 10%). 

Glory as a Worshipper
> To seek to live all of life to the glory of God. 
> To participate in both the singing and the preaching of God’s word. 
> To respond as a worshipper to God’s grace.

Partnership 
> Participate yearly in the partnership renewal process to recommit
     as a Gospel Partner of LCC.
> I commit to notifying, in a timely manner, the elders of LCC if I should ever choose 
     to leave the church or rescind my partnership. 
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NEXT STEPS FOR PARTNERSHIP

GET BAPTISED
If you have not yet been baptised we believe it is an imperative as a follower of Jesus to obey 
the command of scripture and be baptised as a believer. Fill out a connect card or online 
form and let’s get you dunked.

JOIN A LIFE GROUP
If you have not yet joined a Life Group, we recommend that be your first step of connecting 
here at LCC. Not only is being a part of an LG one of our commitments as a partner, it is 
the primary means by which we believe we will reach our neighbours, community, and city 
with the gospel. Fill out a connect card at the connect desk or fill out the form online and 
someone will help you find a group near you.

SET UP ELVANTO ACCOUNT PROFILE
If you haven’t already you can do this at the end of this class.

JOIN A SERVING TEAM
If you have not yet joined a Serving Team it is another great way to connect into the life of 
the church. There are a variety of serving opportunities at LCC. See the link below and view 
opportunities on our website.

COMPLETE THE PARTNERSHIP FORM 
You will receive a link this week via email to complete your personal Gospel Partnership 
Application. You will be to able affirm our partnership commitments and indicate any further 
questions you may have. We ask that as you consider partnership with LCC that you cover 
your decision with prayer.
 
We would love for you to complete your form within the next week while all of the content is 
fresh on your mind and heart. 

LET’S GET ROLLING ON THIS MISSIONAL 
JOURNEY TOGETHER. 
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APPENDIX
I. DOCTRINAL STATEMENT
These statements represent the most simple and foundational beliefs of Christian orthodoxy 
from a biblical and historical perspective. It captures the basics of Christian theology. Anyone 
pursuing Gospel Partnership and/or baptism at Life Centre Church must agree with these 
statements.

II. DOCTRINAL DISTINCTIVES
These statements capture our convictions on areas that are debated even among Bible-
believing, gospel-centred churches. Though agreement with these statements isn’t 
necessary for Gospel Partnership, we will preach, teach and counsel and celebrate the truths 
of these distinctives. 

III. CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
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I. DOCTRINAL STATEMENT
GOD
We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in 
a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having 
limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to 
redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.

THE BIBLE
We believe that the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is the verbally inspired Word of God. 
The Bible is without error in the original writings, the only sufficient, certain, authoritative 
and complete revelation of His will for salvation and the ultimate authority by which every 
realm of human knowledge and endeavour should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in 
all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises. The Bible 
is centred on Jesus. He is the hero of the story.

JESUS CHRIST
We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two 
natures. Jesus—Israel’s promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born 
of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily 
from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High 
Priest and Advocate.

THE WORK OF CHRIST
We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the 
cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious 
resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation.

THE HUMAN CONDITION
We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by 
Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated 
from God, and under His wrath. Only by God’s own initiation and saving work through Jesus 
Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.

THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
convicts the world of its guilt. He initiates salvation by calling sinners to repent of their sin. 
He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ and adopted as 
heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips, gifts and empowers 
believers for Christ-like living and service.

MISSION
We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him 
in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead 
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bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious 
punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven 
and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen.

RESPONSE AND EXTERNAL DESTINY
We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him 
in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead 
bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious 
punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven 
and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen.

THE CHURCH
We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God’s grace through 
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of 
which He is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership 
should be composed only of believers. The church is God’s chosen instrument to make 
known the gospel to all people. The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper (communion), which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are 
not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances 
confirm and nourish the believer.

CHRISTIAN LIVING
We believe that God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power 
and purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live 
out our faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for the 
oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we are 
to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make 
disciples among all people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed.

CHRIST’S RETURN
We believe in the personal, bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, at a 
time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates 
the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.
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II. DOCTRINAL DISTINCTIVES
While the doctrines expressed in our Doctrinal Statement are recognised to be universal 
and primary within the Church there are a number of secondary beliefs that we believe to 
be important and true, as we best understand the scriptures. Not all Christians hold these 
beliefs. As a Gospel Partner we do not require complete agreement on these distinctives 
however we do require the unity of the Spirit be upheld. LCC will preach, teach, counsel and 
celebrate what we are convicted to be truths about God, the church and his mission in the 
world. Leadership likewise will not isolate or discriminate against those that do not hold to 
these convictions. Rather we will seek to extend grace to those who disagree and seek to 
hold the unity of the faith together encouraging one another to pursue the truth of scripture 
as best we understand it. As a church we will not compromise on the truth and will always 
seek to understand God and his Word with greater clarity as the Spirit teaches us. While we 
do not believe in further special revelation, we do believe in greater understanding. 

REFORMED THEOLOGY

By reformed we mean: God is sovereign over all things such that there is no aspect of reality 
outside of His ultimate control. Though God’s rule extends to all things, it is particularly 
His sovereignty over the work of salvation that is a theological distinctive. We believe that 
it is exceedingly good and glorious news that salvation is not dependent on the desires 
and deeds of man, but is grounded instead in God’s eternal decree of election. Though 
man is responsible for his sin, God is ultimately and entirely responsible for drawing those 
He would save unto Himself and overcoming their natural resistance to the gospel (Ps 
115:3; 135:6; Eph 1:3-14; Rom 8:26-9:23; Phil 1:29; 1Thes 2:13).

Reformed theology has many different definitions but the essence of the protestant 
reformation can be summarised by the 5 Solas.
We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, according to scripture 
alone, to the glory of God alone.
 
> SOLA SCRIPTURA – by scripture alone
Our Only Foundation: The Bible is the only infallible and sufficient rule for governing issues of 
life and doctrine.
> SOLA GRATIA – by grace alone
Our Only Method: Our justification and salvation are both solely by the sovereign grace of God 
and not dependent on any action or condition man provides.
> SOLA FIDE – by faith alone
Our Only Means: Our justification before God is by faith in Christ, not by works.
> SOLA CHRISTUS – through Christ alone
Our Only Mediator: Because Jesus Christ is the sole mediator between God and man, 
salvation is possible only by his death and resurrection.
>SOLI DEO GLORIA – glory to God alone
Our Only Ambition: The purpose of our creation is to bring glory to God. All glory and honour 
is due to God alone. 
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COMPLEMENTARIAN THEOLOGY
By complementarian we mean: 
Men and women are absolutely equal in essence; dignity and value but are different by 
divine design. As part of God’s good created order, men and women are to have different yet 
complementary roles and responsibilities in the home and church, especially as it comes 
to teaching and authority. These role distinctions best reflect both the equality and differing 
functions within the Trinity. They are God’s grace to man and woman and are to be protected, 
preserved and practiced for His glory and our joy. (1Cor 11:2-16; 14:33-35; Eph 5:22-33; Col 
3:18-19; 1Tim 2:8-15; 1Pet 3:1-7).

Complementarianism is often misunderstood and wrongly caricatured. The roles of men and 
women in the church have been a divisive and painful issue for many years. Some churches 
have erred in creating a community where men are put on a pedestal of authority, while 
women are treated as second-class citizens.

 Other churches have erred in making no distinction between men and women, as if God 
made the male and female distinction in humanity for no reason. This position is called the 
Egalitarian position. While disagreeing with the Egalitarian position we also do not agree with 
many of the abuses of the complementarian position.

LCC would describe itself as soft-complementarian. Meaning we believe women are able to 
do all and everything scripture prescribes or doesn’t explicitly forbid. 

While you may think that our position is old fundamentalism we would ask you to stick 
around long enough to see how it fleshes out at LCC as a bad example doesn’t necessarily 
indicate bad theology. 

We believe the scriptures teach that elders are to be qualified men who act as the spiritual 
fathers of the church. Good fathers do not control or demean their childern, but lovingly 
protect, joyfully encourage and gently correct them. The elders at Life Centre Church are 
men who have withstood intense examination of theology and character to ensure Jesus’ 
bride, the church, is properly cared for. We desire the women in our church to use their gifts 
to bless our body and advance the Kingdom of God. The role of elder is to ensure the church 
continues to grow, that all are safe and that all are serving the kingdom of God.III. Church 
Government
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The New Testament gives clear instruction for how God desires for his church to be 
governed. We believe that there are four essential components that help us to function as a 
Biblical Church: Jesus, Elders, Deacons, and Partners.

JESUS 
Scripture teaches that Jesus is the head of the church. He is the good Shepherd and the 
elders are under shepherds.  (Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23; John 10:1-20). Jesus rules his church and 
the church are to submit to Him.

ELDER
While Jesus rules the church, the New Testament teaches that the local church is to be led 
by a plurality of biblically qualified male elders (1 Tim 3; Tit. 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-5; Acts 14:23; 
Acts 20:17-18). Elders at LCC are charged with three primary tasks:

1. Guard the doctrine of the church through preaching, teaching and confessions 
    of the church 
2. Shepherd the church through serving, caring, equipping
3. Oversight (govern) the church through resolving conflict exercising church 
    discipline where necessary

DEACON
Similarly to Elders, scripture also clearly outlines the requirements for the office of deacons 
in the church (Acts 6:1-7; 1 Tim 3:8-13). The role of deacon in the New Testament focuses 
on meeting the practical needs of the church, thus allowing the elders to focus more on the 
Spiritual needs. This is most visible in Acts 6.
Deacons at LCC serve in a variety of capacities in ministry, including, but not limited to, 
Ministry Directors, and Life Group Leaders. As with Elders these men and women are to be 
qualified according to 1 Tim 3:8-13.

PARTNER
Some churches use the term ‘membership’ which is a biblical term (Eph. 2:19; Eph. 3:6; Eph. 
5:30; 1 Cor. 12:12-27) referring to those that formally bring themselves into membership and 
accountability under a specific leadership in a specific local church. 
LCC prefers the term Partnership (or partners) as we think it more clearly describes not only 
accountability but also the heart of the New Testament church to be on mission together 
(Phil. 1:3-5). 

III. CHURCH GOVERNMENT
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INTERNAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
Therefore, the accountability structures of LCC are as follows:

As a young church plant our governance structure is in a period of fluidity in which we are 
still developing elders. Our desire, however, is to see a healthy eldership team developed in 
the coming years to allow the church to continue to grow in health. 

Currently the Lead Pastor is the sole elder of the church, with two Elder Candidates – Trevor 
Little & Jimmy Smith-Cottrell. Due to this temporary lack of internal elders, LCC functions 
with an advisory board that operates with a mix of internal and external members. This board 
operates with legal authority to make decisions on financial matters and leadership matters 
including removal and installation of elders and lead pastor if necessary.

EXTERNAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
While not holding legal authority, Acts 29 do hold relational authority. They are able to 
remove LCC and our Lead Pastor from the Network. Leadership within LCC are also able to 
access Acts 29 leadership for guidance, accountability and encouragement. 

Our Lead Pastor has a coach within the Network. Greg Gardiner (Disciples Church 
Springfield) operates as an advisor. Adam Ramsey (Liberti Church Gold Coast) is the 
Regional and National Director and is also an informal advisor. LCC therefore has two local 
Pastors acting as advisors to LCC and who know internal elders personally. 

FINANCIALLY ACCOUNTABILITY 
LCC is an incorporated association registered with the Australian government to whom we 
report. LCC operate with an internal financial committee that submits to the Advisor/Elder 
Board. This team help set budgets, and quarterly reports to the Board. An internal Elder 
leads this team and correlates with an external bookkeeper that submits all reports to the 
Australian Government. 
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